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Abstract: 

Apocalyptic climate change is a term used to narrate the consequences of climate and which lead 

to the collapse of civilization. These consequences include mass extinction, wide spread of food 

scarcity forcing millions of people to move from one place to another. This paper aim to explore, 

examine and frame comparison of the representation of apocalyptic climate changes in literature. 

The study aims to explore how people looking about climate change and how it affects society. 

This paper examines how apocalyptic literature relevant in this contemporary world and how this 

works made awareness in society. By examining some of the apocalyptic works in literature, one 

come to fact that how climate apocalyptic reflect and respond to current climate crises. The study 

aim how does the apocalyptic literature can inspire and raise awareness about contemporary 

environmental destructions.       

Keywords: Apocalyptic Climate Change, Climate Crises, Environmental Destruction, Migration,  
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Apocalypticism is the belief that the world is going to end. It has been around for centuries, and 

there are many different theories about how it will happen. Some people believe that the world 

will be destroyed by a natural disaster, like a flood or an asteroid. Others believe that it will be 

destroyed by war or by a nuclear holocaust. And still others believe that it will be destroyed by the 

devil or by some other supernatural force. No one knows for sure what will happen to the world at 

the end of time. But that does not stop people from trying to figure it out. Apocalypticism is a 

popular topic in religion, philosophy, and science fiction. It is something that everyone should 

think about, because it is something that could happen to us all. The idea of the apocalypse has 

been around for centuries, and it has been explored in many different cultures. In the middle Ages, 

people were especially interested in the apocalypse, and they wrote a lot about it. Some of the 

most famous apocalyptic texts from the middle Ages are the Biblical book of Revelation and the 

poem The Vision of Piers Plowman by William Langland. These texts describe the end of the 

world and the final judgment, and they often use religious imagery to do so. The idea of the 

apocalypse is still popular today, and it has been used in many different forms of media, including 

movies, TV shows, and video games. It is a powerful and thought-provoking idea, and it's no 

wonder that it's been so popular for so long. In the book The Vision of Piers Plowman by William 

Langland and The Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer they totally brought apocalyptic 

thinking into their depictions of society.  
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        In the Renaissance and Elizabethan eras, English literature was obsessed with the end of 

the world. This was partly due to the Protestant Reformation, which brought back a renewed 

interest in biblical prophecy and eschatology. John Milton's epic poem Paradise Lost is all about 

the fall of mankind and the epic battle between good and evil, and it is full of apocalyptic imagery. 

In the Nineteenth and Twentieth centuries, apocalyptic literature made a big comeback in response 

to all the political and social violence going on. The Industrial Revolution, the horrors of war, and 

scientific advancements really got the writers to think about dystopian and apocalyptic visions. 

Some big names from this time include Mary Shelley‟s The Last Man, H. G. Wells‟ The War of 

the Worlds, and George Orwell's 1984. Even in the modern era, apocalyptic themes are still going 

strong in English literature. Books like Cormac McCarthy‟s The Road and Margaret Atwood's 

Oryx and Crake is a science fiction novel, first published in 2003. It is set in a dystopian future 

where the world has been ravaged by environmental destruction and genetic engineering.  

The word „apocalyptic‟ comes from the Greek word „apokalypsis,‟ which means 

„unveiling‟ or „revelation‟. It was originally used to describe the biblical book of Revelation, 

which tells the story of the end of the world and the rebirth of Jesus Christ. Over time, the word 

came to be used more generally to describe any situation that is harmful to the world and difficult 

to live in. Apocalyptic literature has been a popular theme in English literature for centuries. 

Apocalyptic writers use their work to explore the end of the world and the end of society. They 

often use metaphors to create vivid and haunting images that provide a clear idea about the future 

of society and mankind.  

Apocalyptic theories are all about predicting the end of the world or some major 

destruction to human civilization. There are many theories about the end of the world. Some of 

these theories are based on science, while others are based on religion or spirituality. The 

credibility of a theory depends on the evidence and reasoning behind it. Scientific apocalyptic 

theories are often based on fields like climate science, astrophysics, or geopolitics. To evaluate 

these theories, we should look at the scientists involved, their track record with predictions, and 

the data and models they use. Religious or spiritual apocalyptic theories often stem from 

interpretations of sacred texts or visions of the future. These theories are more subjective because 

they depend on personal beliefs, faith, and how someone interprets their religious or spiritual 

sources. It is important to approach apocalyptic theories with a critical eye and to think about the 

evidence and reasoning being presented. One should also check where the information is coming 

from, how it was gathered, and if there is an agreement among experts in the field. Remember that 

many apocalyptic predictions in the past have been wrong, so it is always good to be skeptical. 

Apocalyptic literature often talks about destruction, chaos, and despair. Some famous 

examples of apocalyptic literature include T.S. Eliot's The Waste Land and Cormac McCarthy's 

The Road. The Waste Land is a poem that was published in 1922. It talks about the aftermath of 

World War I and how it affected society. The poem is full of images that show how the world is in 

a state of chaos and despair. Eliot uses the metaphor of a wasteland to symbolize the destruction 

that has happened to the society. The Road is a novel that was published in 2006. It tells the story 

of a father and son who are trying to survive in a post-apocalyptic world. The novel is full of 

images that show how the world has been destroyed by a catastrophe. McCarthy uses the road 

itself to represent the journey towards salvation and destruction. Apocalyptic literature can be a 

powerful way to explore the dark side of human nature. It can also be a way to explore the 

possibility of hope in the face of despair. This literature also explores themes such as how easily 

civilization can collapse, the consequences of war and environmental destruction, and how 
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humans can overcome even the most difficult challenges. Some examples of apocalyptic literature 

include Mary Shelley‟s The Last Man, which tells the story of a world that is destroyed by a 

plague, and George Orwell's 1984, which describes a future where society is controlled by a 

totalitarian government. These literary masterpieces show how powerful apocalyptic literature can 

be in capturing our imaginations and making us thinks about the future.   

It reflects the fears and worries of the time it was written in. For example, during the Cold 

War, many apocalyptic works talked about the looming danger of nuclear war. Similarly, after the 

tragic events of 9/11, there was a growth in apocalyptic literature that focused on themes of 

terrorism, war, and societal collapse. Apocalyptic literature can serve as a warning tale, warning 

us about the dire consequences of our own actions. By presenting a future where humanity has 

destroyed itself, authors hope to inspire readers to take action and prevent such a catastrophic fate. 

Apocalyptic literature has received praise from critics for its ability to provoke thought and 

meaningful discussions about important issues. While these works may explore dark and uneasy 

topics, they offer a unique perspective on the human condition and the challenges one faces as a 

species.  

      The apocalyptic genre in literature and film has fascinated audiences for decades, offering 

a glimpse into the potential downfall of civilization. Apocalyptic genre further divided into 

different subcategories, each exploring unique aspects of humanity's potential end.  One popular 

subcategory within the apocalyptic genre is the environmental apocalypse. This theme explores 

the decrease of Earth's resources, shedding light on the devastating consequences of human 

exploitation. Movies like WALL-E and The Day After Tomorrow brilliantly illustrate how 

humanity disregard for the environment can lead to catastrophic events. Another subcategory 

focuses on man-made disasters. This theme examines the aftermath of human actions, including 

nuclear wars, bioterrorism, and technological catastrophes. Iconic films like Mad Max: Fury Road 

and The Terminator, showcase the collapse of society due to human driven destruction.   

       Zombie is a subcategory of apocalyptic it is a thrilling blend of apocalyptic themes and 

horror elements. Stories about zombies are scary and exciting. They usually start with a virus that 

turns people into flesh-eating monsters. Shows like The Walking Dead and World War Z show 

how people deal with a zombie outbreak. Stories about the end of the world imagine what life 

would be like if the world ended. Books like 1984 and The Road show how tough life can be after 

everything goes wrong. Natural disasters are a subcategory of the apocalyptic genre that really 

grabs one‟s attention. Stories about natural disasters are also exciting. They show how powerful 

earthquakes, tsunamis, and meteors can be, and how they can change the world. Movies like Deep 

Impact and San Andreas show the destruction caused by these disasters, but also how people can 

be strong and keep going.           

       There are many different types of apocalyptic stories, but some of the most common are 

pandemic outbreaks, alien invasions, and supernatural events. Pandemic outbreaks are stories 

about deadly diseases that spread quickly and kill many people. These stories can be very scary, 

but they can also teach us about how to prepare for and deal with pandemics. Some examples of 

pandemic outbreak stories are Contagion and Station Eleven. Alien invasions are stories about 

aliens from other planets coming to Earth and attacking us. These stories can be very exciting, but 

they can also make us think about our place in the universe and how we might react if we were 

ever attacked by aliens. Some examples of alien invasion stories are H. G. Wells‟ The War of the 

Worlds and the movie Independence Day. Supernatural events are stories about ghosts, demons, 

and other supernatural creatures. These stories can be very creepy, but they can also teach us about 
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our fears and how to overcome them. Some examples of supernatural event stories are Stephen 

King's The Stand and the TV series Good Omens. Apocalyptic stories can be very entertaining, 

but they can also be very thought-provoking. They can make us think about the fragility of life and 

the importance of preparing for the unexpected. Time travel is a unique way to look at the end of 

the world. Stories like Lopper and 12 Monkeys make us think about how changing the past can 

affect the future. They also make us question how much control we have over our own lives. The 

apocalyptic genre also explores the collapse of society. Stories like Lord of the Flies and The 

Purge show how people can be cruel and savage when there are no rules or laws.  

        In recent years, a new type of apocalyptic theory has emerged climate apocalyptic. Climate 

change is a big problem. It is causing the sea levels to rise, the weather to get crazier, and animals 

to go extinct. Climate change is a huge issue that we simply cannot ignore. Its impacts are 

becoming increasingly evident, as highlighted by the United Nations. According to the World 

Health Organization (2019), global warming is projected to cause millions of deaths in the near 

future.  Extreme weather events, rising sea levels, and various other environmental changes are 

already wreaking havoc on people's lives worldwide, as reported by the United Nations. And also 

must consider the psychological effects of climate change.  And also need to pay attention to the 

psychological effects of climate change too.   

    Some people think that climate change is so bad that it will destroy the world. They write books 

about how humans will have to struggle to survive in a world that has been ruined by climate 

change. These books are called climate apocalyptic literature. Some examples of climate 

apocalyptic literature are The Water Will Come by Jeff Goodell, The Ministry for the Future by 

Kim Stanley Robinson, and The Overstory by Richard Powers. These books are really scary, but 

they're also important. They show us what could happen if we don't do anything to stop climate 

change. We need to act now to stop climate change. We can do this by reducing our carbon 

emissions, investing in renewable energy, and protecting our forests. We need to do everything we 

can to save our planet.  

        Climate apocalyptic theory is the idea that climate change will cause a global catastrophe. 

This theory has inspired many people to take action to fight climate change. Some people believe 

that climate change will cause a „tragic‟ apocalypse, where millions of people die and civilization 

collapses. Others believe that climate change will cause a „comic‟ apocalypse, where humans 

adapt and find a way to live in a new world. Climate change is a real and serious threat to our 

planet. We need to take action now to reduce our emissions and protect our environment.  

          There are two ways of thinking about climate change tragic and comic. Tragic thinking 

sees climate change as an inevitable disaster that will destroy the world. Comic thinking sees 

climate change as a challenge that we can overcome if we work together. The tragic view of 

climate change is often based on religious beliefs. In the Bible, the Four Horsemen of the 

Apocalypse are symbols of death, war, famine, and disease. These are the same things that climate 

change could bring about. The comic view of climate change is often based on scientific evidence. 

Scientists have shown that climate change is real and that it is caused by human activity. They 

have also shown that we can take steps to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and slow the rate of 

climate change. Both the tragic and comic views of climate change have their own strengths and 

weaknesses. The tragic view can be too pessimistic and make people feel like there is nothing they 

can do. The comic view can be too optimistic and make people think that climate change is not a 

serious problem. The best way to think about climate change is to combine the tragic and comic 
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views. We need to recognize that climate change is a serious problem, but we also need to believe 

that we can solve it if we work together.  

        Climate apocalypse scenarios are a popular topic in science fiction. In these stories, the 

world is usually destroyed by a natural disaster or a human-made catastrophe. Some examples of 

climate apocalypse stories include The Wind from Nowhere (1961), The Drowned World (1962), 

and The Burning World (1964). In The Wind from Nowhere, society is completely destroyed by 

relentless cyclone-force winds. In The Drowned World, melting ice caps and rising sea levels 

cause catastrophic consequences. And in The Burning World, industrial pollution messes up the 

whole precipitation cycle, resulting in a devastating drought. Octavia E. Butler's Parable of the 

Sower (1993) is another example of a climate apocalypse story. In this novel, Butler gives us a 

glimpse of a near-future United States that's plagued by climate change, wealth inequality, and 

corporate greed. This leads to total chaos. Butler skillfully dissects how instability and political 

demagoguery make society's underlying cruelty even worse, especially when it comes to racism 

and sexism. She also explores themes of survival and resilience, urging readers to think about the 

consequences of our actions and the future we're creating for ourselves. Climate apocalypse stories 

can be scary, but they can also be thought-provoking. They can help us to understand the dangers 

of climate change and to think about how we can prevent a future like the one they describe.  

   Margaret Atwood is a famous author who wrote a trilogy of books about climate change: 

Oryx and Crake (2003), The Year of the Flood (2009), and MaddAddam (2013). In her books, she 

imagines a world where climate change has caused a lot of problems, like social inequality, 

genetic technology, and catastrophic climate change. These fictional stories are meant to warn us 

about the potential consequences of our actions and the importance of addressing climate change. 

Climate change is a big problem that can cause a lot of other problems. For example, climate 

change can cause crop failure and drought, which can lead to famine. It can also cause crazy 

weather events like hurricanes and floods. These events can cause conflicts and wars, as people 

fight over scarce resources. Climate change can also lead to the spread of diseases. It's important 

to remember that climate change is a real problem that we need to address. We need to find ways 

to reduce our emissions and protect our planet. We also need to be prepared for the consequences 

of climate change, so that we can minimize the damage.   

Climate change is a big problem. It is causing the Earth to get warmer, which is having a lot of 

negative effects on our planet. One of the biggest risks of climate change is that it could lead to the 

collapse of civilization. This means that our society could break down and we could end up living 

in a much less developed world. There are a number of reasons why climate change could lead to 

the collapse of civilization.  

First, climate change is causing extreme weather events to become more common. These 

events, such as hurricanes, floods, and droughts, can cause a lot of damage to our infrastructure 

and economy. They can also displace people and lead to conflict. Second, climate change is 

causing sea levels to rise. This is a major threat to coastal communities, which could be forced to 

relocate. It's also a threat to low-lying island nations, which could be completely submerged. 

Third, climate change is causing food shortages. This is because it's making it harder to grow 

crops in many parts of the world. As a result, food prices are likely to go up, and people may not 

be able to afford to eat. Fourth, climate change is causing disease. This is because it's creating new 

habitats for disease-carrying insects and animals. It's also making it harder to treat diseases, 

because the climate is changing so rapidly. All of these factors could lead to the collapse of 
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civilization. If climate change is not stopped, we could end up living in a world that is very 

different from the one we know today.  

Some people say that it is not worth doing anything about climate change now, because it 

won't have an effect for a long time. But this is a dangerous way to think. Climate change is a big 

threat to our existence and we need to take action now. A report from 2013 showed that it is very 

difficult to get governments to take action on climate change. The media often makes climate 

change seem like a bigger problem than it is, which can make people scared and confused. Some 

researchers think that we need to talk about climate change in a different way, so that people will 

understand how serious it is. We need to take action on climate change now, before it is too late. 

We can do this by reducing our emissions, investing in renewable energy, and protecting our 

forests. We need to work together to solve this problem, because it is too big for any one person or 

country to solve alone.  

           There are many famous apocalyptic writers some of them are: Cormac McCarthy‟s The 

Road, Nadine Gordimer‟s The House Gun, Margaret Atwood‟s The Handmaid's Tale, George 

R.R. Martin‟s A Song of Ice and Fire, Stephen king‟s The Stand, J. G. Ballard Crash, John 

Wyndham‟s The Day of the Triffids, Ray Bradbury‟s Fahrenheit 451, Kurt Vonnegut‟s 

Slaughterhouse-Five, Aldous Huxley Brave New World, C. S. Lewis‟s The Chronicles of Narnia, 

J. R. R. Tolkien‟s The Lord of the Rings, Ursula K. Le Guin‟s Left Hand of Darkness, Octavia E. 

Butler‟s Kindred, Octavia E. Butler‟s Parable of the Shower. These writers have all written works 

that explore the themes of apocalypse and post apocalypse in different ways. Their work can be 

thought-provoking, disturbing, and even hopeful.  

Apocalyptic literature has been around for centuries and it's still super popular today. There 

are many of reasons why people love it, but one of the most important is that it taps into our fears 

and worries about the future. In a world that is always changing and getting more complicated, it's 

comforting to think that there is a simple explanation for everything and a way to escape the 

chaos. Apocalyptic stories also give us hope, showing that even in the darkest times, there is a 

chance for redemption. In contemporary society, apocalyptic literature often used to explore 

themes of environmental destruction, political instability, and social unrest. These are all real and 

urgent problems, which makes for some seriously gripping stories. It is also a way to explore how 

humans deal with crises and how to explore the ways in which human respond to crises. There are 

many different types of apocalyptic literature. They usually take place during some major disaster 

and focus on a small group of survivors trying to make sense of it all. Apocalyptic tales can be 

dark and disturbing, but they can also be uplifting and inspiring. It is a genre that still matters 

today because it taps into our deepest fears and our biggest hopes.   
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